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Recommendations for the 2026 Annual Expert Group Meeting for Registrar Generals of Africa

The 2026 Annual Expert Group Meeting for Registrar Generals (EGMRG), held in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, from 17–21 July 2026, brought together Registrar Generals and CRVS experts from across Africa to take stock of progress made over the past decade, review implementation of COM5 and Malabo 2025 recommendations, and chart a bold course for the new CRVS Decade (2026–2036).
The following consolidated recommendations have emerged from the deliberations of the meeting, including plenary sessions, country case studies, and technical breakout sessions. 
Pillar 1: Political Commitment and Governance
Recommendation 1: Elevate CRVS as a National Development Priority
Governments encouraged to declare Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) as a national development priority and demonstrate sustained political leadership to achieve universal registration of births, deaths, marriages, and divorces through a whole-of-government approach.
Recommendation 2: Strengthen Governance and Institutional Coordination
Member States should strengthen governance structures for CRVS by establishing or reinforcing functional multisectoral coordination committees with clearly defined mandates, institutionalized membership, and accountability mechanisms that bring together civil registration, health, education, justice, official statistics, identity management, social protection, and other relevant sectors.
Pillar 2: Legal And Regulatory Frameworks
Recommendation 3: Reform and Harmonize Legal Frameworks
Member States should review and strengthen their legal and regulatory frameworks governing CRVS to support decentralization, interoperability timely and universal registration, and simplified procedures for delayed registration. These frameworks should also promote the production, sharing, and use of high-quality official statistics derived from CRVS systems for evidence-based policymaking, monitoring of development goals, and public service delivery, while ensuring alignment with international standards and national digital transformation priorities.


Recommendation 4: Strengthen Data Protection and Privacy Frameworks
Member States should strengthen legal frameworks for data protection, privacy, and security to support secure data sharing, interoperability, and trusted identity management, ensuring that digital CRVS systems comply with national data protection laws and international standards.
Pillar 3: Integration And Interoperability
Recommendation 5: Position CRVS as a Foundational Digital Public Infrastructure
Member States should position CRVS as a foundational Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) within national digital transformation strategies, integrating CRVS with health, education, social protection, national identity, national statistics and other government systems.
Recommendation 6: Strengthen Interoperability Between CRVS and Key Sectors
Member States should strengthen interoperability between CRVS systems and key sectors, including health (birth and death notification), education (identification of unregistered children), social protection (beneficiary verification), national identification (legal identity), and statistics (vital statistics generation), using unique personal identifiers and common data standards.
Recommendation 7: Integrate Birth Registration into Health Services
Member States should integrate birth notification, registration, and certification into maternity and child health services, ensuring that births are registered before the mother and child leave the health facility, and that health workers should be authorized and trained to complete birth declarations.
Recommendation 8: Use the Education Sector to Identify and Register Unregistered Children
Member States should formalize collaboration between civil registration authorities and Ministries of Education to identify children attending school without birth certificates and facilitate their registration, while ensuring that lack of a birth certificate does not prevent access to education.

Pillar 4: Decentralization
Recommendation 9: Accelerate Decentralization of Civil Registration Services
Member States should accelerate the decentralization of civil registration services by expanding registration points to the sub national level (district, community, and primary health-care levels) in accordance with their national administrative structures, ensuring that services are brought closer to communities and hard-to-reach populations.
Recommendation 10: Strengthen Community-Based Registration
Member States should strengthen community-based registration approaches by engaging traditional leaders, religious leaders, community health workers, and local structures as partners in identifying and notifying vital events, establishing community-based registration points, and empowering community registrars.

Recommendation 11: Strengthen Mobile Registration Services
Member States should strengthen mobile registration services for underserved and remote communities, including mobile registration teams, mobile outreach campaigns, and mobile technology solutions with offline capability for areas with limited connectivity.
Pillar 5: Digitalization And Technology
Recommendation 12: Adopt and Implement ACSA as the Continental Standard
All African countries are encouraged to endorse and embrace the African eCRVS Shared Asset (ACSA) and adopt its design principles, data standards, and functional requirements as the basis for CRVS digitalization, ensuring that ACSA serves as the continental benchmark for CRVS systems across all 54 African countries.
Recommendation 13: Integrate Digital Signatures into CRVS Systems
Member States should integrate digital signatures into CRVS systems, clearly defining what constitutes a digital signature and establishing standards for its implementation to support secure authentication, document validation, and legal recognition.
Recommendation 14: Strengthen Data Security and Privacy Through Encryption
Member States should strengthen data security and privacy by ensuring that data is encrypted at all stages of the data lifecycle: on the device (particularly for offline data collection), during data transmission, and on servers, while adhering to national data protection policies.
Recommendation 15: Conduct digital System Readiness and Maturity Assessments
Member States should use the ACSA maturity assessment to evaluate the current state of their CRVS digital systems and based on the assessment findings, determine the most appropriate implementation/improvement approach — whether to enhance existing systems, integrate with other national systems, or develop new systems where necessary.
Recommendation 16: Translate ACSA into Multiple Languages
The ACSA resource package should be translated into French, Portuguese, Arabic, and Spanish to ensure accessibility and adoption across all African countries.

Pillar 6: Completing The Lifecycle — Marriage, Divorce, And Death Registration
Recommendation 17: Strengthen Marriage and Divorce Registration
Member States should strengthen marriage and divorce registration through legal reform that recognizes all types of marriage (civil, customary, religious), makes registration compulsory, and protects women's and children's rights
Recommendation 18: Strengthen Judiciary-CRVS Coordination for Divorce Registration
Member States should strengthen coordination between civil registration authorities and the judiciary for divorce registration, including establishing formal agreements (MOUs) for timely transmission of divorce decrees, setting time limits, and establishing digital interfaces between court systems and CRVS.

Recommendation 19: Strengthen Death Registration and Cause-of-Death Reporting
Member States should strengthen death registration and cause-of-death reporting by integrating death registration into health systems, training health workers in medical certification and ICD coding, implementing verbal autopsy for community deaths, and ensuring that cause-of-death data is complete, accurate, and available for vital statistics.
Recommendation 20: Strengthen Vital Statistics Generation and Use
Member States should strengthen vital statistics generation from CRVS data, including regular annual production and dissemination of vital statistics reports, building capacity for data analysis, and promoting use of vital statistics for policy, planning, and SDG monitoring.
Recommendation 21: Provide First-Time Birth Certificates Free of Charge
Member States should reinforce the commitment made by African Ministers responsible for civil registration in 2010 by ensuring that first-time birth certificates are provided free of charge within the legally prescribed registration period.
Pillar 7: Financing And Sustainability
Recommendation 22: Increase Domestic Financing for CRVS
Member States should increase domestic financing for CRVS by establishing dedicated budget allocations for registration services, digital infrastructure, community outreach, capacity building, and system maintenance, while ensuring that development partner support complements national priorities.
Recommendation 23: Engage Ministries of Finance, Health and Parliamentarians as Champions
Member States should actively engage Ministries of Finance, Health and Members of Parliament as CRVS champions to strengthen political advocacy, support legislative reforms, and increase domestic budget allocations. Future African CRVS conferences should encourage each country to include parliamentary representatives.

Pillar 8: Capacity Building
Recommendation 24: Invest in Systematic Capacity Building
Member States should invest in systematic capacity building for CRVS at all levels, including training of registrars, health workers, teachers, and local government officials, and integrating CRVS modules into pre-service and in-service training curricula for health, education, and public administration professionals.
Recommendation 25: Strengthen Human Resources for CRVS
Member States should strengthen human resources for CRVS by ensuring adequate staffing at all levels, establishing clear career paths, providing competitive remuneration, and investing in continuous professional development.

Pillar 9: Public Awareness And Demand Generation
Recommendation 26: Strengthen Public Awareness and Demand Generation
Member States should strengthen public awareness and generate demand for CRVS services through sustained communication campaigns, community engagement, and targeted advocacy for different stakeholder groups, including communities, Parliamentarians, and Ministries of Finance.
Pillar 10: Monitoring, Accountability
Recommendation 27: Strengthen Monitoring and Accountability Mechanisms
UNECA and Member States should strengthen monitoring and accountability mechanisms to track implementation of Conference and Expert Group Meeting resolutions, including formal communication of recommendations, regular progress reporting, and follow-up mechanisms at national and continental levels.
Pillar 11: Partnerships And South-South Cooperation
Recommendation 28: Strengthen South-South Cooperation
Member States should strengthen South-South cooperation mechanisms to share successful CRVS experiences, innovations, and best practices, including country exchange visits, peer learning platforms, and knowledge-sharing networks.
Recommendation 29: Strengthen Partnership Coordination
Member States should strengthen coordination with development partners to ensure that partner support is aligned with national CRVS priorities, avoids fragmentation, and supports the entire CRVS ecosystem rather than individual institutions as well as promotes country ownership.
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